Americans Still Critical 
Of Hill Despite GOP Rule 

But a Majority in Poll Backs ‘Contract’ 



RATING THE CONTRACT 

WASHINGTON POST-ABC NEWS POLL 


Q The Republican Party’s “Contract 
■ With America” outlines the 
proposals the Republicans in Congress 
want to bring up in the first 100 days 
of the new Congress. Would you say 
you... 


Oppose all 
or most 
items 

36% 

No opinion 
7% 


Q Do you think House Republicans 
■have accomplished all of what 
they promised in the "Contract,” most 
of it, some of it or none of it? 



■ Wore poll results. Page A21. 
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Most Americans believe Con- 
gress has accomplished little sinr-p 
Republicans took over on Capitol 
Hill nearly 100 days ago and even 
larger majorities criticized both 
Democratic and Republican law- 
makers for failing to do what the 
public says it wants, a new Wash- 
ington Post-ABC News survey dis- 
closed. 

However, what exactly the public 
wants is unclear. A majority of re- 
spondents expressed strong sup- 
port for most elements of the Re- 
publican Tontract With America.” 
But many of those surveyed also 
believed that Republicans are try- 
ing to do too much, too quickly, and 
six out of 10 said it’s been “politics 


as usual” since Republicans took 
over leadership of the House and 
Senate in January. 

In other ways, the survey con- 
tained sometimes contradictory 
messages from a public that may ei- 
ther be too disinterested or too 
shellshocked to fully absorb what 
has been happening on Capitol Hill 
™ recent weeks. In some cases, 
majorities were either unaware or 
mistaken about key actions taken 
by the House. ; 

Americans still hate Congress as 
an institution but have fallen back in 
love with their own representatives 
in the House. Respondents want 
Congress to do more to trim feder- 
al spending, but many also believe 
that Republicans may be going too 
far in cutting back social programs 
for the needy. Despite a flurry of 
See POLL, A21,CoLl 





THE FIRST 100 DAYS 

WASHINGTON POST-ABC NEWS POLL 


qppo 34 * , * em * name > please tell me if that’s something you support or 


Supported by most respondents: 


Support Oppose 


Require job training for welfare recipients 

94% 

5% 

Make labor and civil rights laws apply to Congress 

90 

6 

Balanced budget amendment 

78 

18 

Provide $500 per-child tax credit 

77 

22 

Term limits 

75 

24 

Cut taxes by $189 billion 

71 

27 

Have states take over welfare programs 

66 

32 

No welfare after two years 

66 

32 

Stop “unfunded mandates” 

66 

28 

Line-item veto 

64 

32 

Have states take over school lunch program 

62 

36 

Cut capital gains tax 

60 

34 

Cut $5 billion from welfare 

54 

44 

tsed by most respondents 



No welfare to teen mothers 

42% 

57% 

Suspend regulations 

42 

50 

Cut $17 billion from this year’s budget 

28 

72 


Do you approve or disapprove of the way the Democrats in Congress are 
■doing their job? The Republicans? Your own representative? 

_ „ Approve Disapprove No opinion 

The Democrats 36% 60% 4% 

The Republicans 45 50 5 

Your own representative 65 25 9 


Who do you think is doing a better job, the Republicans . 


In the House? 

35% 


In the Senate? 

50% 


No opinion 

15% 


| Overall, how much do you think Congress has accomplished in the past 
[■three months: 


A great deal 
A good amount 
Not much 
Nothing 
No opinion 


7% 

26 

53 

13 

1 


| Do you think actions taken by the Republicans in Congress in the last three 
[■months represent: 

Politics as usual 60% 

Real change 37 

No opinion 3 


Q Are the Republicans in Congress doing what you want done in Washington? 
■Are the Democrats doing what you Want? 


Republicans 

Democrats 


Yes 

No 

No opinion 

35% 

62% 

3% 

25 

72 

3 
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"’"legislative action in the House of 
“Representatives, two out of three 
, persons interviewed said Congress 
liad accomplished little or nothing in 
' ^:the past three months. 

1 « "..Overall, the survey suggests that 
days has not been nearly 
enough time to ease the public’s 
deep skepticism of Congress or to 
convince Americans that either par- 
ity has the answers to the nation’s 
“Biggest problems. 

_ >.. s , . “There’s not much difference be- 
... .tween the two,” said Clifto Beaty, 

, _49» an anesthesiologist in Elk Ridge, 

* JJtah. “They are politicians and they 
j^st care about themselves. They 

, don’t care about the people So 

tar I haven’t seen any changes and 

- it’s a bad thing.” 

- r Despite efforts to scale down an 
vrCjitist image, the GOP continues to 

, , t fee characterized by the public as the 
P?rty of the rich and powerful, with 
mpre than half — 55 percent — of 
those interviewed saying that Re- 
publicans in Congress are more con- 
cerned about the interests of 
.-. wealthy Americans than the needs of 
, average Americans or the poor. 

' -President Clinton, on the other 
Trand, was seen by a majority of 
those interviewed as sympathetic to 
' the needs of all Americans and as a 
president with a “vision for the fu- 
1 tore of the country.” But 61 percent 
said he was not a strong leader, and 
ffeWer than half said he was “getting 
’ “things done.” His approval rating 
dropped to 46 percent. 

4> ‘h» the ongoing struggle between 
Clinton and the Republican Con- 
gress, 49 percent said they trust the 
”GDP to do a better job “with the 
Sflffein problems the nation faces over 
the next few years,” compared to 41 
percent who said Clinton will do a 
better job. 

A total of 1,026 randomly select- 
ed adults were interviewed Wednes- 
day and Thursday for this survey. 
Margin of sampling error for the 
overall results is plus or minus 3 
percentage points. 

The survey found widespread ig- 
norance about details of the Republi- 
can’s centerpiece legislative pack- 
age, the “Contract With America.” A 
majority of those interviewed were 
unaware, for example, that the 
House approved having the states 
take over school lunch programs, a 
measure sharply criticized by Demo- 
crats but generally favored by the 
public. And four out of 10 did not 
know that the House had voted 
-down a measure that would have 
limited the number of terms that a 
member of Congress could serve. 


which three out of four persons sur- 
veyed said they favored. 

Americans did know, however, 
who was in charge in Washington: 
Two out of three said Republicans 
and not the Democrats currently are 
taking the stronger leadership role 
in the government. 

“The Republicans definitely have 
the control now," said Jerry Kinley, 
44, a maintenance supervisor in Lin- 


colnton, N.C. “They haven’t made 
too many changes; it’s a little early 
yet. They haven’t had much time to 
do a lot. But they’re doing okay.” 
“Whatever they want to do they 
get done,” said Sammy Glen Carlisle, 
40, an electrician living in Mobile, 
Ala. “I am not sure that it is all for 
the betterment of the country. Not 
for the poor of the country, anyway.” 
Overall, 37 percent of those inter- 


viewed said they approve of the job 
Congress currently is doing, while 
57 percent disapproved. But when 
asked to evaluate the performance 
of their own representative, a lopsid- 
ed majority of 65 percent said they 
approved. 

Americans remain mistrustful of 
both Republicans and Democrats in 
Congress. Only about one out of 
three — 35 percent — of those inter- 
viewed said the Republicans in Con- 
gress were “doing what you want 
done in Washington.” Congressional 
Democrats fared even worse: 25 
percent of those interviewed said 
they were acting in the public’s in- 
terests, while 72 percent disagreed. 

That same skepticism was direct- 
ed toward Republican efforts to win 
passage of the “Contract With Amer- 
ica.” While a majority of Americans 
said they support most of the provi- 
sions of the contract, 60 percent said 
GOP actions represented “business 
as usual” in Washington, while just 
37 percent said it represented “real 
change.” 

Those surveyed supported the 
overwhelming majority of items in 
the “Contract,” in some cases by ra- 
tios exceeding 10 to 1, but two pro- 
posals — a temporary moratorium on 
new federal regulations and the 
House-approved cutting of $17 bil- 
lion from this year’s budget — were 
opposed. In addition, public doubts 
concerning some aspects of the gen- 
erally popular welfare reform initia- 
tive are growing, particularly the 
threat to cut off aid to teenage moth- 
ers. 

Ambivalence about welfare was 
reflected in the findings that 94 per- 
cent of the respondents backed re- 
quirements that welfare recipients 
either take community service jobs 
or job training, while 57 percent said 
they oppose prohibiting teenage 


girls who have children from getting 
welfare benefits. 

Strong dissatisfaction has 
emerged with the House spending 
cuts: only 28 percent voiced approv- 
al, and 72 percent said they were op- 
posed. This finding suggests tha t 
House Republicans may face int ent 
public opposition when they begin 
the process of making more severe 
domestic spending cuts to meet the 
goal of a balanced budget by 2002. 

Despite Democratic complaints 
that the proposed tax cut of $189 
billion over five years favors the 
rich, the public approved the House- 
passed measure by nearly a 3 to 1 
majority, with the $500 per child tax 
credit backed by 77 to 22 percent 
and the' capital gains cut supported 
by 60 to 34 percent. The state take- 
over of school lunches, which Clinton 
and other Democrats have attacked, 
was backed by 62 to 36 percent. 

Welfare reform and spending cuts 
have produced intense reactions in 
the electorate, and extended inter- 
views with some of those polled sug- 
gested that the bitter polarization of 
partisan debate in Washington has 
taken root in the public at large. 

“The Republicans are a bunch of 
aristocratic, wealthy high-level peo- 
ple that really want to take away all 
the advantages that the masses in 
America have acquired over the 
years,” said Michael Forcione, 30, an 
unemployed supermarket worker in 
Lambertville, NJ. “Click! and they 
want to take that away.” 

On the other side of the ideologi- 
cal spectrum, Debbie Swigert, 40,- a 
buyer for a retail book store in Port 
Alaska, Wash., denounced the Dem- 
ocratic Party because “they have 
made so many different government 
agencies and spend so much money 
on so much garbage. They’ve gotten 
the country in big trouble.” In the 


case of welfare, she said, govern- 
ment “should retrain all the people . 
that are on welfare and make, .them 
get jobs. In this area alone, we have 
so many mothers who just go out 
and have babies year after year;” ■ , 
James R. Ashby, 56, of Oklahoma 
City, a field representative for a 
meat company, said the GOP Con- 
gress should make bigger ciifs in , 
programs for the poor. “If I cari have 
two careers, I’m working on. my 
third one, people can get off.Xheir •' 
butts and go to work.” 

The interviews suggest that’ Clin- 
ton is paying a political price for his ' 
failure to strongly press for welfare ,, 
reform before the 1994 elections. A 
number of Democrats and Clinton 
voters, while liberal on other issues, 
said they strongly supported tough 
reform of welfare, suggesting that . 
the GOP has gained an advantage in- 
sofar as it has taken the initiative 
away from the president. , 

John Troy, 39, of New Castle. ' 
Del., manager for a computer supply 
company and a Democrat, said the 
Republican Party controls the agen- t 
da in Washington and “I approve of 1 
what they are trying to do.” Such 
programs as welfare and food ' j 
stamps, he said, are “chewing up my I 
tax dollars. I’m supporting all these j 
programs for all these people,, ;and ■ I 
I’m working hard every day and I’m 
seeing less and less of my paycheck.” 
Sharon McFarlane, 48, a factory 
worker in Kenosha, Wis., voted for 
Clinton in 1992, but then for GOP 
candidates in 1994 “because I did ■ 
want to see term limits and some \ 
welfare changes. . . . They’ve got to i 
get off welfare, any able-bodied per- 1 1 
son. If someone is disabled, that’s 
one thing, but it they are not disa- 
bled, get to work.” , 



